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Authorizations by Switzerland
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• Swiss CO2 Act (parliament)

• Swiss CO2 Ordinance (government)

• Technical implementation guidance (FOEN)

• Bilateral agreements with partner countries

• → Need to coordinate authorizations

• CMA guidance on Article 6

• Submit to UNFCCC

• Authorization

• Initial report (and other later…)
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Legal bases for authorizations
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Authorization decision making process

• Federal Office for the Environment (FOEN) as authorizing

entity for the Swiss Government

Coordination process:

• Across ministries: foreign affairs, economy, energy (and 

others, as relevant)

• Decision-making prepared on two levels:

• Technical experts

• Director sign-off
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Governance
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Authorization statement elements
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Authorization elements can differ
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• Switzerland’s authorization letter covers:

• Entity authorized

• Maximum volume (tons of CO2e)

• Use types (NDC, and other)

• Crediting period

• Time validity

• Until 2030

• Use within same NDC implementation period

• Accompanying information in initial report published

simultaneously with authorization

• Corresponding adjustment method, NDC relationship, 

tracking arrangements etc.

7Authorization Working Group, Article 6 Implementation Partnership, 15.03.2023

Authorization elements
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• Authorization marks moment of «registration» 

→ Forward-looking promise for recognition of ITMOs under

specified conditions (in the MADD)

• ITMO transfer steps:

• (1) Verified monitoring report approved by cooperating

Parties in the context of bilateral agreements

• (2) International transfer requested by entity authorized
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Next steps after authorization
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Registered compensation projects abroad (admin.ch)

• Authorization statements

• Mitigation activity design documents (MADDs)

• Validation reports

• Preliminary initial reports

Bilateral climate agreements (admin.ch)
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Background information

https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/en/home/topics/climate/info-specialists/reduction-measures/compensation/abroad/registered-projects-abroad.html
https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/en/home/topics/climate/info-specialists/climate--international-affairs/staatsvertraege-umsetzung-klimauebereinkommen-von-paris-artikel6.html

